
>>Learning Series
Outreach programs, Logo
design, Company visits,
US study trip...

21 Tampiness Avenue 1 Singapore 529757
Tel: 788 2000 Fax: 789 8220  www.tp.edu.sg

Issue No: 01 Sept 2001

>>Top Students
Find out who is the
cream of the crop!

>>Seminar Series
Who’s who

>>Sports Events
Inter-class Beach
volleyball & Street
soccer!



Message from the Course Manager
Welcome to BIT's 1st newsletter.
Launched in July 2000,  the Diploma in Business
Information Technology (BIT) prides itself  on its
uniqueness of being a hybrid and being
integrated in both Business and IT.  The emphasis

of the course is on the rapid adoption and
deployment of technology, based on an in-depth

understanding of business logic, and the application
of business ideas.

Since its inception, the teaching team and the students from the
BIT Diploma have embarked on many initiatives. In our drive to
make the BIT diploma more relevant and up to date with the
industry, we have built new facilities to cater to student
development. First, we have the Electronic Business Centre (EBC)
- a platform to incubate our students’ e-projects. The centre
provides an opportunity for students, staff and industry partners
to work together and in so doing, encourage good practices and
the teaching of enterprise in our students. It is designed to work
with different vendors in providing multiple platforms and to
form strategic alliances.  Our students are already working on a
few projects under the supervision of lecturers.  Our desire is
that with a ‘can-do spirit,’ good e-ideas from students will come
to fruition.  We hope that the skills and knowledge acquired by
the students in this course will spur them to produce the ideas
and innovations to create world-class, knowledge-based
businesses.

Another new facility that we have is the twin lab now fondly
known as Silicon Studios, named by our BIT students.  The Silicon
Studios are equipped with the latest PCs, servers and other
equipment, to allow students the space for experimentation with
various software and development systems. They can also be
used effectively as laboratories with fixtures designed specifically
for small group interaction and creative expression, like an art
studio.

In an effort to promote the spirit of technopreneurship, a number
of local entrepreneurs and IT experts have been invited to give
talks in our BIT Seminar Series.  These were held regularly over
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School
At the forefront of continuous innovation,

Temasek Polytechnic became one of the first few
tertiary institutions in Singapore to offer a hybrid program
between 2 schools, Temasek Business School and Temasek IT
School - a Diploma in Business Information Technology (BIT).
 Born between the heated embrace of Business and
Information Technology, the BIT course was able to provide
students with an integrated curriculum that is built upon the
expertise of both schools.

Launched in 2000, the course received an overwhelming
response from the public.  We received our first batch of 226
students out of almost 2,000 applicants.  One year later, in July
2001, the course once again attracted students with good
grades as its 2nd batch of pioneering students.  We hope that
the Diploma in Business IT will continue similar recruitment
in tradition.

Mr Tan Dek Yam
Director
Temasek IT School
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the past year, and we are continuing the talks organised in this
series for our students and staff so that they may be made more
aware of the issues and trends in the InfoComm and Business
sector.  It also provides opportunities for students and lecturers
to have dialogues with prominent industry people so as to
strengthen our links and interaction with the industry.

On the global arena, we have registered a Top Level Domain
name (EBHorizon.com) which can be used by students to set up
a web-based business, or to tie up with industry partners, both
locally and overseas. The purpose of this is to benchmark with
the best around the world. On the other hand, the emphasis is
on learning through doing, rather than instant commercial
success. We value the lessons of errors as much as success,
understanding that the former often tends to be underestimated.

An Overseas Study Trip was organized for 12 BIT students during
the June holidays, where they visited US universities, as well as
Intel Corporation and the Tech Museum, both of which were
located in the Silicon Valley. This educational trip led by our BIT
lecturer, was a real eye-opener to our students. The teaching
team aims to train students not only to be the best at work, but
also towards the advancement of a degree program.

There are also many initiatives which we have put in place for
our BIT students such as, BIT interest group activities, Learning
Journey series, Seminar Series, Personal Enrichment series and
many more.  Through all these activities, we lead our students
to a enriching and well-rounded campus life.

In summary, our pioneering year has been a most exciting year.
 There are many people that I need to thank, with special thanks
to all the lecturers who have worked so hard and so much
towards everything we have achieved today.   To all BIT students,
I wish you the very best in your studies and enjoy your days
ahead with Temasek Polytechnic.

Lai-Low Sock Cheng
Course Manager
Business Information Technology
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Business School
In our world of rapid changes, content

obsolescence is growing faster by the moment.
 Process skills will play an increasing bigger role than content
skills.  The Diploma in Business IT embraces entrepreneurship
and the understanding of change.

With the Problem-Based Learning (PBL) methodology in
an increasing number of academic subjects, BIT has not
only implemented it into their subjects but into the design
of their facilities.  The E-Business Centre and the Silicon
Studios are 2 of the latest computer labs offered to the
students and they are built with the intent to encourage
independent and group learning. It pushes the students to
adopt a proactive approach towards learning, to learn how
to learn, rather than learning only on what is being taught.
With that as a closing note, I am glad that the fusion of
technology and business is going well for the team.

Mr Wong Loke Jack
Director
Temasek Business School
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With a beach pit and walled-up football court, who could resist the
use of these facilities?  As such, two interclass competition events
were organized in the past two semesters.  Last October, after an
entertaining display of sportsman and sweat, current Year 2E09 class
bagged the trophy for the Beach Volleyball championship.  True to
the spirit of a BIT student, the other classes refused to take their
defeat lying down.   During the 2nd BIT Interclass Sporting Event,
2E02 defeated the other 9 classes to bag the trophy for Street Soccer.
 Who said you can’t have brains and brawns?

Interclass Sporting Event:
Beach Volleyball & Street Soccer

Calcutta House collection

In July, a chain email requesting donations to the Mother Teresa’s
Home in Calcutta, India was sent to all staff in Temasek Polytechnic.
Immediately, the BIT Interest Group volunteered their services.
Small but strong in number, the BIT students started to collecting
clothing, soaps, bed sheets, baby and adult clothing, toys and
many more items.  Student volunteers led by Ivory Lim, President
of the BIT Interest Group, collected a total of 26 cartons, loading
a minivan fully.  Upon destination, it was assumed that all the work
was done but more help was needed.  Many kind Singaporeans
offered their donations, flooding the collection sites
with donation packages.  Instead of packing up 2
giant 40-feet containers as anticipated, two more
40-feet containers were called in to hold up those
packages.  Our students stayed and labored under
the hot sun.  Our volunteers offered a donation
more valuable than most of the drop offs, it was
time and labor that counts.
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> Chen Zijin 2E04
> Chong Hui ling 2E06
> Chua Kar Hoon 2E10
> Goh Siew Kheng 2E05
> Huang Qixiang 2E07
> Jeyanthi D/O Karishnasamy 2E08
> Khairunnisa BT Amohamed Hussain 2E01
> Lam Huizhi 2E09
> Li Rouhan 2E07
> Lim Chun Shen 2E08
> Ling Yan Ling 2E03
> Ng Liang Quan 2E09
> Ng Seow Ling 2E10
> Nurshaeeda Bt Amir Hamzah 2E05
> Mary Gayler Abelanes 2E05
> Peh Pei Xuan 2E04
> Saraswathi D/O SP C 2E09
> Sikhander Singh 2E09
> Sim Shi Hui 2E04
> Soh Bee Ling 2E09
> Wee Fong Mei Karen 2E04
> Zhang Li 2E05

Dean’s List - Best of the Best:
Our top BIT students for year 2000
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North (28.4%)

West (12.4%)

South (3.5%)

Do you know
that 63.3%

of us lives in
the East?

Where are we?Where are we?

> Do you know that an
overwhelming 89.3%
of students already
have a PC before
joining BIT?

How many boys and girls
are there in BIT? -
More guys or gals?

> 51% of them are
females, 49% males

Our BIT boys and girls working hard under the sun
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Peh Wee Leng

Lai-Low Sock Cheng
Seetoh Wai Keong
Tan-Tan Mei Nah

VBUS Team: Josephine Yee,
Pauline Ng & Imelda
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